
CZECH DEFENSE INDUSTRY BOLSTERS ROLE IN LEOPARD 
PROGRAM: KNDS DELIVERS ON COMMITMENTS, OPENING 
DOORS FOR FURTHER COLLABORATION 

Staré Město, May 11, 2026 - A fundamental shift is taking place regarding the Czech defense 
industry’s involvement in elite European armament programs. Ray Service has signed a contract with 
KNDS for deliveries to the Leopard 2A8 CZ program. This step confirms that KNDS is honoring its 
commitments to the Czech Republic and enabling domestic suppliers to fully integrate into its  global 
supply chain. Furthermore, the signing of this contract paves the way for future discussions regarding 
the involvement of Czech companies in the extensive Arminius program. 
 
Delivery Specifications for the Leopard Platform 
Under the newly concluded contract, Ray Service will provide the following for Leopard tanks: 

• Production and supply of tracks and road wheels. 
• Complex cabling systems. 

The execution of these deliveries is critical for Ray Service’s integration into KNDS's international 
structures and for securing long-term technological cooperation. 

„We view the signing of this contract as confirmation of our readiness to be a solid part of the global 
Leopard program. It is vital for us that KNDS is delivering on its promises and giving the Czech 
industry real space to succeed. Moreover, successful cooperation on Leopard tanks opens the door 
to discussions about the Arminius program, which focuses on the production of several thousand 
Boxer vehicles. The Czech Republic now has a unique opportunity to participate in this future 
program.“ -  Jakub Gabriel, CEO of Ray Service, a.s. 

„With the contract signed today, we are taking the next step in our industrial cooperation with the 

Czech defense industry. Our long-standing partnership with RAY Service is being elevated to a new 

level and contributes to strengthening European defense capabilities. RAY Service is a key partner -

not only for the LEOPARD 2 A8 CZE but also in projects for other European nations.” -  Thomas 

Fritzsch, Regional Sales Director CEE of KNDS Deutschland. 

About Ray Service, a.s. 

Ray Service, headquartered in Staré Město, Czech Republic, is an international 
innovative manufacturer of cable harnesses, electromechanical assemblies, and electronic 
equipment. It is also a distributor and integrator of cable components and system products.  

About KNDS 

KNDS is a leading European innovator in land defense systems. Its extensive portfolio includes main 
battle tanks (including the Leopard and Leclerc platforms), wheeled and tracked armored vehi cles, 
advanced artillery systems, and ammunition. 


